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of apparently harmless aristocrats, including a Prince of
Thurn and Taxis, a Baron von Teuchert, a high bureau-
cratic official, four Munich artists, a Countess von
Westarp, and one or two others* These people seem
to have carried on a perfectly futile little society for
propagating " patriotic " principles, and one or two of
them were said to have tried to tear down some revo-
lutionary posters* The evidence proved that not their
errors, but their rank, was their undoing, for " a Prince "
as one of the arrestors exclaimed,M is a diamond in our
hands, and we want the most genteel/* Their treatment
after arrest was described at length in the course of the
trial* They were all thrust together into a low cellar
measuring only 5 yds. by 5 yds*, and 7 feet high,
where the walls dripped with moisture ; they lay on the
stones, and with difficulty a separate room was obtained
for the Countess, Their only candle was snatched away
from them and they were told that bread and water was
44 good enough for such canaille as you until what time
you are shot/* An extraordinary picture was elicited by
the rigid questioning of accusing counsel as to the state of
affairs meanwhile among the captors themselves*
Robbery, theft, drink, violation of women, imposture,
immorality, and every kind of disorderly conduct and
confusion reigned* But the talk was all of " shooting,
shooting, shooting dead/* And in the end, infuriated
by a rumour that a price had been set on their own heads
by the besieging army, the so-called Government did